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five principal companies of comedians in London; the
King's Servants, who performed at the Globe and in
Bkckftiars; the Prince's Servants, who performed
then at the Curtain; the Palsgrave's Servants9, who
had possession of the Fortune; the players of the
Revels, who acted at the Red Bulll; and the Lady
Elizabeth's Servants, or, as they are sometimes deno-
minated, the Queen of Bohemia's players, who per-
formed at the Cockpit in Drury Lane 2,

Bucin the first year be came into" possession of it, amounted to
near IOOL The office afterwards became much more valuable.

Having mentioned this gentleman, I take this opportunity of
correcting an error into which Anthony Wood has fallen, and
which has been implicitly adopted in the new edition of Biogra-
phia Britannica, and many other books. The error I allude to,
is, that this Sir George Buc, who was knighted at Whitehall by
King James the day before his coronation, July 23, 1603, was
the author of the celebrated History of King Richard the Third;
which was written above twenty years after his death, by George
Buck, Esq. who was, I suppose, his son. Sir George Buck died
on the 28th of September, 1623.

The office-book of Sir Henry Herbert contains an account of
almost every piece exhibited at any of the theatres from August
1623, to the commencement of the rebellion in 1641, and many
curious anecdotes relative to them, some of which I shall presently
have occasion to quote. This valuable manuscript having lain
for a considerable time in a damp place, is unfortunately damaged,
and in a very mouldering condition : however, no material part
of it appears to have perished.

I cannot conclude this long note without acknowledging the
obliging attention of W. E. Roberts, Esq. Deputy Clerk of the
Pells, which facilitated every search I wished to make in his
office, and enabled me to ascertain some of the facts above stated.

9 " 1622. The Palsgrave's servants.    Frank Grace,   Charles

Massy, Richard Price, Richard Fowler, ------Kane, Curtys, Gre-

vill." MS. Herbert. Three other names have perished. Of
these one must have been that of Richard Gunnel, who was then
the manager of the Fortune theatre; and another, that of Wil-
liam Cartwright, who was of the same company.

1 " The names of the chiefe players at the Red Bull, called
the players of the Re veils. Robert Lee, Richard Perkings,
Ellis Woorth, Thomas Basse, John Blany, John Cumber, Wil-
liam Bobbins.** Ibidem.

* " The chiefe of them at the Pheenis.    Christopher Beeston,